[image: image1.emf] 

How laws are made in Georgia
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Step 9 The governor can





House of Representatives


180 members





Senate


56 members





bill  (name it HB______ or  SB_______)


send it to either the House or the Senate








standing committee





Committee may vote yea or nay, amend (change) the bill, keep the bill, or recommend DO NOT PASS the bill.





The committee discusses it and may hold public hearings





discuss, debate, or amend the bill.





pass or not pass the bill 





brought before the full House or the full Senate.





The other house starts over with step 2-6 (assigns the bill to a committee which can vote yea or nay, amend it, or keep it. If it passes, it goes before the floor of this house -full House or Senate)


If amended by the 2nd house, the process starts over. 





passes with 91 votes





passes with 29 votes





(both the House and Senate must pass the same version of the bill)


The bill is sent to the governor.





1 sign it into law


2 do nothing (It becomes law after 40 days.)


3 veto (The veto can be overridden by a 2/3 majority vote in both House and Senate.)





General Assembly





If the houses cannot agree, a conference committee is formed by 3 members of each house to create a bill that both houses will pass.








